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Letter to the Editor
EVIDENCES OF MAREK’S DISEASE VIRUS BY PCR IN A TUMOR

DISEASE OUTBREAK

Marek’s Disease (MD) is economically important in poultry. It is caused by an oncogenic herpesvirus affecting
several species of birds being chicken the most important natural host. In the affected animals, it causes tumors
in various visceral organs and skin, and also paralysis and immunosuppression. Along with the Avian Leukosis
Virus (ALV) and Reticuloendotheliosis Virus (REV), they produce severe economic losses due to the involvement
of the productive parameters of flocks.

In the course of a neoplastic disease research, there were tumors in lymphoid organs and skin of the animals
necropsied. Total DNA was extracted from the samples, and the presence of herpesvirus in 100% of the samples
analyzed was demonstrated by nested-PCR. The presence of REV or subgroups A, B and J of ALV was not
detected.

These results demonstrate the movement of herpesvirus in our poultry populations. Subsequent studies should
be conducted to clarify the epidemiological situation with respect to MD in our country.
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